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Good Evening Mustang Families and Staff: 

 

As you know the district has been working to keep our schools safe and open for in-person instruction 

for students.  It has included a tremendous effort by our staff and our families.  Over the past few 

weeks we have seen COVID-19 case numbers rise, almost exponentially, in our county and 

community.  Nonetheless, we have persevered and maintained operations.  We have now reached a 

point where I can say, with a degree of certainty, the virus is now significantly impacting our 

operations, from a staffing and a safety standpoint.  While I am an advocate for in person learning, and 

believe this is where our students learn best, it cannot be at the sacrifice of their and our staff’s safety. 

 

Since Monday (11/23) we have reported 12 new cases of COVID-19 in our district.  While not all 

buildings are experiencing the same level of outbreak, most, if not all buildings, are experiencing high 

levels of student and staff quarantine.  The staff quarantine is impacting our ability to operate 

normally, including cafeteria, transportation and instruction.  Unfortunately, it is a trend we do not see 

stopping or even slowing over the coming days and weeks.   

 

In addition to the increasing COVID-19 numbers, within the past several days Governor Wolf and Dr. 

Levine issued new masking and travel quarantine orders to help mitigate the ongoing COVID-19 

spread.  Within the orders, they are now requiring school district superintendents and School Board 

Presidents to sign an attestation form affirming the district will adhere to all recommendations to 

remain open for in person learning as long as a school district is in a county that is experiencing 

substantial community spread.  Some of the requirements include temporary building closures (based 

on building population size) should the building experience a specific number of positive cases.  

Additional requirements include socially distancing at lunch (6 feet), and under a full return while in 

substantial community spread, this is something with which the district cannot comply. 

 

As a result of the information shared in this letter, the Board of School Directors will be holding a 

virtual Emergency Meeting tomorrow evening, beginning at 5 PM to consider a transition to remote 

learning for all district schools (K-12) beginning Tuesday, December 1, 2020, and lasting until no 

earlier than Wednesday, December 23, 2020.  If the transition to remote learning is approved by the 

Board of School Directors, the administration will prepare a recommendation for the Board on or 

before Friday, December 18, 2020, based on updated data points (including cases, staff and student 

quarantine), for consideration to return to face to face instruction on Monday, January 4, 2021, or an 

extension of the remote learning platform to a future date.   

 

As a result of the holiday and the new limits on the size of crowds that can gather indoors, this 

Emergency Meeting will be held in a virtual format.  Anyone who wishes to attend can request the 

meeting link using the following email address publiccomment@southwesternsd.org.  You will be 

provided the link for the Emergency Meeting by 4:00 tomorrow afternoon.  If you request access to the 

mailto:publiccomment@southwesternsd.org


link after 4:30 PM tomorrow afternoon you may not receive it in time for the start of the meeting.  

Additionally, if you wish to submit a public comment for the Board of School Directors to read prior to 

the start of the meeting, please use the same email address listed above to submit your comments.  All 

comments received prior to 4:00 tomorrow afternoon will be forwarded to the Board for their review. 

 

Finally, we acknowledge the urgency of this meeting is not convenient for our families.  However, 

given the timing of the orders, the deadline to submit the attestation form (Monday, November 30th by 

5 PM) and the potential for a schedule change impacting our families, our intent is to hold the meeting 

as soon as possible.  We appreciate your understanding in this ongoing matter. 

 

Thank you, 

 
Jay H. Burkhart 
 

Jay H. Burkhart, D.Ed. 

Superintendent of Schools 

 


